SARATOGA COUNTY FIRE ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting Minutes
August 28 2017
7:00 pm
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The pledge was said and a moment of silence was observed for fallen brethren.
Chairman Hunsinger called the meeting to order.
Kevin Barkley made a motion to accept the June minutes (July meeting was cancelled) as written, seconded by Bill Lewis, unanimous.
Guests were welcomed.
Director – In July the Milton 911 Tower took an indirect hit by lightning, frying 30-40 cards causing an outage with our paging system. The protection put in place for the tower did its job as the radio system and microware were not damaged. The Iamresponding worked well as a redundant back up to the paging system. Pittsfield Communications worked to get that up and running as quickly as they could, but because our system is somewhat dated and parts are difficult to find, they are only able to make temporary repairs. We are working with our insurance company and Motorola to revamp the paging system and to replace it as new due to the difficulty of finding parts for the dated system. With Motorola working on the implementation and installation of hardware, computers, servers etc. for the radio upgrade, it would also be a good time to upgrade the paging system. We are working with our insurance company to see if that is a valid submission for replacement. The radio system upgrade will take about a year to complete. 
We are still on track with the new CAD system for a February launch.  Albany and Rensselaer Counties are up and running.  OES has, so far, updated over 10,000 invalid address points and “unnamed” streets in the new CAD system. 
Waterford Police are now on our radio system.

There is a National Grid first responder app available for fire company officers. OES approves who can be added or removed from the app. (A video was shown at the end of the meeting)

We are working with RS Telecom to put a microwave link in from the Milton tower to the 911 Center for paging redundancy. 
Fire Coordinator – The trial Daytime Blended Learning class didn’t go as well as expected. We started with 20 and finished with 10 as it appeared that the students didn’t keep up with the online portion. Other options are available for future daytime classes.
Upcoming classes: BEFO – Fall



       Interior – Spring



       Engine Company Operation – TBD


       Intro to Fire Investigations (regional class) October – Clifton Park – more to come



       Fire Investigators for line officers – more to come
Some repairs have been made at the FTC, but more need to be done.  I requested funds for repairs in the 2018 budget.
Sheriff’s Department information – no information to report
Chairman – The Communications Center did an outstanding job when the paging system went down due to the lightning strike.  The Iamresponding worked well as a redundant system. Thank you to everyone at the Communications Center and a special thank you to Sgt. Haas. 
Vice Chairman – no new information to report.

Budget Committee- no new information to report 
Fire Training Center – Repairs are ongoing at the FTC.  

CP Rail would like to donate a rail car for training purposes; it still has to go before the Board for acceptance approval. We are able to use Homeland Security grant funds to move it once Board approved.
Hazmat Committee – We have been busy with a tanker rollover on the Northway, hydrochloric acid spill at Momentive and we were on standby at the race track.
Legislative Committee - Issues of United Concern – Gap coverage cancer benefit, Fair Play Ambulance Cost Recovery for Fire Departments, Illegal Building Conversions, VFBL/VAWBL Increase, Fire Apparatus Lemon Law and Upholstered Furniture Fire Safety Standards.
Stay up to date by going to www.afdca.org
Mutual Aid Committee - no new information to report
Radio Committee – There will be another meeting on the new CAD system in October on the radio portion. 
Recruitment and Retention – no new information to report
Rehab Committee – A recent meeting took place with discussion on; information the Fire Departments would need to supply, the possibility of furthering present rehab units, dispatch areas, adding zones to the new CAD system and how it would be programmed. 

A FAB discussion took place regarding concerns.
Old Business – no old business to address
New Business – Hadley would like to host a FF1 class.
Guests – no concerns
Good and welfare – A discussion took place regarding the Saratoga County Fair and Fire Company volunteers.

The National Grid First Responder app video was played.

The next meeting will be at 7:00pm on Monday September 25th in the EOC in the Emergency Services Office.  
On a motion made by Kevin Barkley seconded by Bill Morgan, the meeting was officially closed. 

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Cook

Saratoga County Office of Emergency Services
